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Just south of the vast expanse of the Sahara desert, a belt of
fertile grassland stretches across the bulge of Africa. Called
the Sahel, the region thrives or fails depending on seasonal
rainfall, which comes primarily in a handful of weeks during
the rainy season. In dry years, little grows, and those who
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In wet years, crops grow well, providing a source of income
and food for people in many countries. In 2009, the outlook
was not good for plants in the Sahel.
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