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The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
defines the term desertification as land degradation in arid, semi-arid and
sub-humid areas resulting from various factors including climatic
variations and human activities. Desertification is a dynamic process that is
observed in dry and fragile ecosystems. It affects terrestrial areas (topsoil,
earth, groundwater reserves, and surface run-off), animal and plant

*,o& 14% populations, as well as human settlements and their amenities.
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